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rich inheritance of the house of Schenk Flechtingen in                   I

the Altmark came to his son.    In remarkable contrast to                    i\

his intellectual qualities stood his weakness for externals,                    'v!

*%
which made the slang of Berlin richer by one expression.                    ?'

Any one who wore too many decorations at once was said                -   \

to ' Peucker.'                                                                                           j

On the occasion  of a  morning visit,  I  found him                    I

standing before a table on which lay spread out his well-                    |?

earned decorations, first won upon the battlefield. Their
traditional sequence on his breast had been disturbed by
a new star with which he had just succeeded in getting*
invested. After the first greeting he spoke to me, not a
word about Austria and Prussia, but desired my opinion
from the point of view of artistic taste as to the place
where the new star ought to be inserted. The feeling of                     \;

affectionate respect which I had received from my child-                      'f

ish years for this highly meritorious general determined                      j

me to enter into the subject with perfect gravity, and to
help him to settle the point before we proceeded to talk
business.

I confess that when I received my first decoration in
1842, a medal for saving life, I felt happy and elated, be-
cause I was then a young squire not blast in that respect.
In the service of the state I speedily lost this unsophis-
ticated sentiment. I do not remember to have experi-
enced an objective satisfaction on late occasions when I
received decorations, only a subjective pleasure at the out-
ward translation into act of the kindness with which my
King requited my attachment, or other monarchs con-
firmed to me the success of my political efforts to gain
their confidence and goodwill. Our ambassador von Jor-
dan, at Dresden, made the reply to a jocose proposal that
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